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mong the privileges offered by 
A our form of government are 

those of freedom of thought 
and freedom to persuade others. 
With the latter there is also re- 
quired the responsibility on the part 
of each of us to distinguish among 
motives. The techniques of propa- 
ganda should be part of every curri- 
culum. 


You may remember how propa- 
gandists used high sounding names 


—‘Christian Front," “Mothers of 
America," “Yankee Minuteman,” 
“America First." 


The propagandist leads you un- 
consciouslyinto accepting him when 
you accept a patriotic sounding 
name, 

Secondly, the propagandist will 
then enlist your sympathy and sup- 
port (under the faked up name) by 
representing that he is against 
much that you are against. 

Right now, on our table, is a 


printed news letter. 

After warning readers of the dan- 
ger of Communism uprisings in this 
country is very real (with which we 
are inclined to agree) it goes on to 
advocate that everybody go out and 
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get himself guns in good working 
order and teach their families how 
to use them as well as put in a sup- 
ply of ammunition. 


When the Traveler happens across 
this sort of a news letter or other 
material of similar nature, even 
though the cause which it presents 
may seem to be one in which we 
have a real interest, we turn it over, 
envelope and all, to J. Edgar Hoov- 
er, Chief, Federal Bureau of Inves- 
tigation, Washington, D. C. 


о 


THE BOOMERANG 
When a bit of sunshine hits ye 
After passing of a cloud, 
When a bit of laughter gits ye 
And ye'r spine is feelin’ proud, 
Don't forget to up and fling it 
At a soul that's feelin' blue, 
For the minute that ye sling it 
It's a boomerang to you. 
—Captain Jack Crawford 


о 
LITTLE АМЕҮ 
га like to be a snow white swan 
As graceful as a willow, 
And when I grew too old to swim 
га be a cherished pillow. 


ll 
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Foods dont dry out- 


IN A DUAL-TEMP 


No dish covers | ; i EN ik БЕЙ и ка 
needed іп ап Ad- 5 в) 
miral Dual-Temp. 
Moist-Cold keeps 
foods fresh days 


ee 


longer. Food fla- | 
vors don’t mix. No 
tice-box” odors. 


52°-below-freez- 
ing locker holds up 
to 84 pounds of 
food. 


PAD 


ADMIRAL DUAL-TEMP — As Low As $399.95 
OTHER ADMIRALS AS LOW AS $189.95 
“WE DON’T JUST ADVERTISE SERVICE — WE GIVE IT” 


REPA’S ELECTRIC "5 oi 
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Old Coaching Days in Bucks 


By Grace Chandler 


Motorists from other States never 
fail to comment upon our crooked 
roads. Prior to Penn’s arrival there 
was little need for roads because the 
earliest settlers lived along the Dei- 
aware River and the creeks flowing 
into it, and travelled from place to 
place by boats. Until the coming of 
the English there were no wheeled 
vehicles to make the opening of 
roads necessary. 

Penn projected a series of parallel 
north-west highways to be inter- 
sected by others at right angles, but 
his love of straight lines, as put 
into practice in laying out the 
streets of Philadelphia, was not to 
prevail here. Many of the early 
settlers had fenced in their lancs 
and as a result most of the arteries 
of travel had to wind around these 
barriers, and wind they do to this 
day. 

When stage coaches were intro- 
duced in England in the seventeenth 
century it was not long before 
American-made coaches were rush- 
ing along the colonial roads be- 
tween the principal towns and cities 
at the unbelievable speed of eight 
miles an hour in imitation of their 
English cousins. 

These colorful vehicles dashing 
about the country carrying import- 
ant personages and messages thor- 
oughly annoyed the more conserva- 
tive folk of the day, who petulartly 
declared there was no earthly rea- 
son of such haste. 


The first roads were so named by 
courtesy only. Most of them were 
but trench-like ruts with a bit of 
variety offered now and then in the 
shape of a mud hole with a long 
pole sticking up from its center to 
show how deep it was. 

Contemporary accounts reveal 
that the technique of negotiating 
the ruts was rather jolly. "Now, 
gentlemen, to the right," would 
come the cheery request from the 
coachman, whereupon all the pas- 
sengers, including women and chil- 
dren, threw their combined weight 
to balance that side. The process 
was repeated to the left, if neces- 
sary, and on a typically bad stretch 
of road the passengers must have 
resembled so many Jacks-in-the- 
box. 

The technique for mud holes was 
just as simple, but not nearly so 
much fun. The passengers clamber- 
ed out, put their shouders to the 
wheels and pushed. 


The first stage coach line—a 
mode of transportation now consid- 
ered most romantic by those who 
never had to use it—to go through 
Doyle Towne was put on in 1792, 
comin: down the Easton road from 
the Forks of Delaware and contin- 
uing to Philadelphia. The trip took 
a day and a half! John Nicholaus, 
the proprietor, operated his stage 
on a weekly basis. Startin; down 
on Monday, it made an overnight 
stop at Jenkintown and by Tuesday 
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noon delivered the shaken passen- 
gers at their destination. The return 
trip started on Thursday. Travel- 
lers considered the matter very 
carefully before subjecting them- 
selves to the tedious journey which 
cost them $2.00 as well as continual] 
jolting. 

In 1794, a second stage line, owned 
by Lawrence Erb, was put into 
operation over the same route. The 
time and the fare was also the 
same, Each passenger was limited 
to 10 pounds of baggage. Horses 
were changed at Craig’s tavern, four 
miles below Doyle’s Towne. An over- 
night stop was made in Jenkintown 
on the way down, and at Stony 
Point on the return trip. 

Despite its miseries, stage coach 
travel began to catch on and num- 
erous lines were established. One of 
these left Bethlehem every Mon- 
day and Thursday at 5 a.m., stopped 
for breakfast enroute, reached 


Charles Stewart’s house in Doyle’s 
Towne in time for mid-day dinner. 
With fresh horses and refreshed 
passengers, the stage proceeded to 
the house of William McCall in Jen- 
kintown, and arrived the same even- 


ing at the house of George Lesher 
on North Second street in Philadel- 
phia. Whether the elimination of 
the over-night stop was the result 
of improved roads, the accounts do 
not say. 

As far as is known, there was no 
local stage line running between 
Doylestown and Philadelphia prior 
to the removal of the county seat 
from Newtown to Doylestown in 
1813. In May of that year, John 
Brunner began the operation of 
the “Doylestown Coachee,” on a 
twice-a-week basis. The fare was 
$1.37%2 each way. It started at Mat- 
hew Hare’s “Ship Tavern,” the site 
of the present Lenape Building. In 
1817, the line was run by Joel Doane, 
starting at Cross Keys and picking 
up passengers at the “Indian 
Queen” tavern in Doylestown. The 
“Coachee” changed hands again in 
1818 and was run by Jonathan 
Michener on a three trips a week 
schedule. The following year the 
line was purchased by Ephraim Fen- 
ton, who changed the name to the 
“Doylestown Stage.” Improved 
roads now made it possible to cover 
the distance to Philadelphia in six 


THE STAGE 


AND THE 
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MAILS 
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hours. A competing line was called 
the “Doylestown Pilot.” 

In 1829, Doylestown’s first direct 
communication with New York City 
was established through a new line 
operated by William Field from 
the “Green Tree’ tavern on a daily 
schedule. Starting at 3:30 a.m. and 
travelling by way of New Hope and 
New Brunswick, the stage reached 
New York by mid-afternoon. The 
fare was $2.12% each way. 

This was a period of great activ- 
ity in stages. Tavern keepers were 
the most frequent owners for the 
obvious reason that the enterprises 
brought increased custom to their 
doors. 

Probably the most famous of the 
Doylestown stages was the “High 
Grass Line,” established by Benja- 
min F. Clark in 1837. He did his 
own driving and his echoing shout 
о f“get to the high grass” gave the 
line its name and so stimulated the 


Are Your Savings Insured, 
Paying You Worthwhile 
Dividends? 


Investigate both our insured In- 
vestment and insured Savings Ac- 
counts. You may pay any amount, 
any time. 


Member Federal Savings and 
Loan Insurance Corporation. 


All accounts insured up to $10,000. 
Sellersville Savings 
and Loan Association 


Sellersville, Pa. 


horses that it was probably the first 
to make the round trip to Philadel- 
phia and return in a single day. 

During the heydey of the stage 
coach, Doylestown was a popular 
Summer resort for Philadelphians 
and even New Yorkers. James Gor- 
don Bei.nett, founder of the New 
York Herald, spent three Summers 
in the 1840s at what is now the 
Fountain House. 'The advertisements 
of the period list such attractions 
as "first rate ice creams, pure water 
for the temperate, mint and ice for 
those on a vegetable diet, salubrious 
breezes, artificial mineral waters, 
and a vigilant police force.” 


The Bucks County Traveler is soid 
at all magazine stands in Bucks 
eounty. 


Member of Bucks Co. 
Real Estate Board 
Est. 194? 


WILLIAM C. HEISE 
REALTOR 


6 FRONT STREET 
Bush House Building 


Quakertown (Bucks Co.,) Pa. 
FARMS 
ESTATES 
TOWN PROPERTIES 
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 
APPRAISALS 
PHONE 
QUAKERTOWN 285-J. 
Auctioneer of Real Properties 
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Maxey’s Provincials 


[Photographs by Connie Rounds] 


by Connie Rounds 

Bucks countians have a rare op- 
portunity to see outstanding decor- 
ative art and to learn such painting 
at the shop run by Steve and “Miki” 
Maxey at Pipersville, Pa. Located 
on the recenly improved Route 611, 
the Easton Road, their establish- 
ment is known as Maxey's Provin- 
cials. The Maxeys were originally 
from Greenwich Village in New 
York City, where they have exhi- 
bited paintings. The present shop is 
six years in operation, and the cou- 
ple has been in Bucks county nine 
years. 

The Maxeys are now largely con- 
cerned with applied art and decor- 
ative work. This is a wide field 
which has found them reproducing 
original designs on trays, coffee and 
teapots, match box covers, flower 
trays and dishes in addition to 
working on occasional furniture, 


Chest, decorated with designs of the 
early 1800's. Note that the design is 
different on each drawer. 


lamps, shades, cannisters and the 
like. 


Bright colors characterize one 
phase of the work, with designs 
done on white and yellow back- 
grounds. Gay fruits or flowers, a 
brilliant rooster, attractive border 
decorations and suitable foliage in 
various arrangements are used as 
subject material. On dark green and 
black, shadings of gold paint beau- 
tify reproductions of “Silent But- 
lers," candle sconces and other old 
pieces. Pennsylvania Dutch themes 
are also incorporated in much of 
the work. 


Especially attractive are wrought 
iron pieces designed for holding 
candles, for use as flower or fruit 
holders, some with glass. These fit 
in with the decorating schemes in 
many old farmhouses, and they are 
adaptable to modern interiors as 
well. Maxeys do designing for Amer- 
ican Home and Country Gentleman 
magazines. 


Other work has included doing 
the master bedroom for the home 
of Walter Slazak, the actor. In ad- 
dition to painting the headboards 
on the beds, the lamps, shades, bur- 
eaus and night tables were rework- 
ed to make an individual and 
unique theme. 

Classes in tray painting are held 
one day a week, Tuesday in the 
afternoon and evening. The tech- 
nique employed is applicable to the 
various other objects available to 
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The decorative patterns and unso- 
phisticated designs, so distinctive of 
Pennsylvania Dutch folk art appear 


in all of Maxey's provincials. 
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students at the shop. Since many 
of the small pieces can be com- 
pleted in one class session, the work 
is gratifying. For the more meticu- 
lous worker, the gold leaf painting 
is suited. 

Maxey's Provincials are shipped to 
shops throughout the country. Here, 
then, in Bucks county we find the 
starting place for many reproduc- 
tions and an enjoyable spot for all 
interested in outstanding decorative 
work. 

"EM ce a ae 

Learn more about Bucks county 

by reading the Traveler. 


K & L COMPANY 


Wholesale and Retail Dealers in 


Coal — Lumber — Lime 
CEMENT — ROOFING 


Front St. Phone 506 


Quakertown 


ANTIQUES 
DOYLESTOWN, PA. 


IN THE 


ARMORY 


AUG. 20, 21, 22 


11 A. M. to 15:30 P. M. 


SHOW 
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| Steve and “Mike” Maxey work together in their shop at Pipersville. 


HILLTOWN 

was Mount Pleasant. 

Hilltown lies in the central south- 
eastern section of Hilltown town- 
ship, on the old Hilltown and Lex- 
ington Turnpike. 

The stages from Line Lexington 
to Applebachsville formerly passed 
through the village. 

The post office, with Elisha Lunn 
as postmaster, was established in 
1817. It is one of the oldest post 
offices in Bucks county. 

Hershey’s Directory of 1871 says 
the village had a store, hotel, black- 
smith shop and seven or eight dwell- 
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ings at that time. 

For a time the village was known 
as Mount Pleasant and during this 
time, a half mile track was built 
by one, Noah Stever, a horse fancier 
and trader. The harness races at- 
tracted crowds from miles around 
the county. The track was closed in 
1915. 

The Catholic church of our Lady 
of the Sacred Heart was established 
at Hilltown in 1919 and the parish 
is the largest in Bucks county, tak- 
ing in practicaly all of Hilltown 
township and parts of Bedminster, 
New Britain and Plumsteadville. 
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A Col'ector 
of Milk Glass 


by Ruth Wickersham 

A charming pine cupboard hous- 
es one of the most interesting and 
lovely collections of glassware in 
Quakertown. Mrs. Milton Weiss has 
always been interested in antiques 
but during the last eighteen years 
she has gathered a lovely display 
of old milk glass. 

This pearl-like earthenware is 
authentically early American; some 
pieces date from 1860. White is the 
predominating color in the produc- 
tion of milk glass, hence the term, 
“Milk White Glass.” Other colors 
are used as well, including a lovely 
light blue and deep amethyst. Some 
white pieces are freckled with gold 
flakes. 

Frequent trips to New York per- 
mitted Mrs. Weiss to visit the numer- 
ous antique shops there. Since milk 
glass is not too common, inquiring 
about it was an excellent excuse for 
her to become acquainted and 
browse among old glassware. This 
was the start of her collection which 


now has over 400 pieces. There are 
very few other collectors of milk 
glass in this vicinity although much 
is available near here. 


The most popular pieces of milk 
glass are covered animal dishes. 
These range from a rare boars head 
to graceful swans and the famous 
Atterbury ducks, whose mold dates 
1887. Vivid glass eyes form lifelike 
appearances. The abundance of the 
favorite covered hens may be ex- 
plained by their being distributed 
as premiums just before the turn 
of the century. An interesting fact 
to note is the excess of covers with 
no bases or odd, unsuitable bases. 
One theory of explanation for this 
may be the craze for canaries and 
small birds in the early 1900’s. Cov- 
ered dish bases were used as feed- 
ing dishes or baths for the feather- 
ed friends while the tops were put 
away to lead a longer life in an at- 
tic or cupboard. 


Many odd pieces of Mrs. Weiss’ 
collection were molded to commem- 
orate some national event—covered 
dishes of Dewey and Uncle Sam are 


Early American Fabrici 
Gan Colonial Homes 


Chintz — Glosheen — Linens — Hand Prints 
Decorator Fabrics for Fine Upholstering 


HOLSINGER'S 


SLIPCOVERS — DRAPERIES — UPHOLSTERING 


523 W. Broad St. 


Phone 36 


Quakertown, Pa. 
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examples of these. Another patroitic 
piece is her rare Liberty Bell platter 
with a fine facsimile of the Bell and 
John Hancock’s signature, inscribed 
across the top—100 Years Ago. 

A unique treasure is her mustard 
dish which can be converted into a 
bank. It still bears the original label 
of the Westmoreland Specialty Com- 
pany at Grapeville, Pa. Also rare 
are plates with hand painted flowers 
or birds. Other interestingly shaped 
pieces are a fan-shaped bon-bon 
dish and an odd match holder in 
the shape of a pipe. 

A most precious tray is called 
either Moses in the Bull Rushes or 
Little Bo Peep. Mrs. Weiss has only 
seen another like it once during her 
years of collecting, so it is truly a 
rare find. 

A noteworthy feature of sugar 
bowls is the way the knob variations 
| harmonize with the general design 

to give a complete effect. The rare 
| cameo bowls are particularly charm- 
| ing. 
An interesting feature of Mrs. 
| Weiss’ collection is that she has a 
complete luncheon service for twelve, 
all of milk glass. There are bread 
and butter plates in a “Serenader” 
pattern and tiny hob nail cups and 
saucers. The plates are of a “squar- 
ed S" lattice design. 


Mrs. Weiss enjoys her hobby ex- 
cept on the eight days a year when 
all the pieces must be washed. 'This 
tedious work is all done by hand, 
using a strong Oakite solution. 

Antique dealers must be constant- 
ly examining milk glass for repro- 
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FOR YOUR COMPLETE 


HOME MOVIE 
EQUIPMENT 


and service visit Maugeri’s 
Camera Shop, 15 S. 3rd St. 
Quakertown, Ра, or Phone 


Quakertown 294. 

Carries a full line of all makes 

of Cameras. 

Royal Portable Typewriters, 

Remington Adding Machines, 

Safe Guard Check Writers. 
Film and Photo Supplies 


MAUGERI 
CAMERA SHOP 


17 S. 3rd St. 
Quakertown, Pa. 


Barthelomeu's 
RADIO - SOUND 
Sales — Rental — Service 


When in need of Sound Amplifica- 
tion or Mobile Sound Advertising, 
why not choose the system that ex- 
perts acclaim the best. 


Call Quakertown 171 
526 W. Broad St. 
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ductions which are still being made. ing such beautiful items at present 
These have no value as antiques but that they may become heirlooms of 
the Westmoreland Company is mak- future generations. 


M АЕ 


Part of the collection of milk glass owned by Mrs. Milton Weiss, Quaker- 
town Pa. The Weiss collection comprises more than 400 pieces. 
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Walter Samuel Hare was born in 
Altoona, Pennsylvania, July 12, 
1893. He was graduated from the 
Altoona high schoo] in 1912 and en- 
tered the Wharton School in Phil- 
adelphia, graduating in 1916 and at- 
tended the University of Pennsyl- 
vania Law School and graduated in 
1920. 

During the eight years he attend- 
ed college, he was a working report- 
er on several of Philadelphia’s daily 
papers. He missed campus life with 
out regret. Though a graduate of 
law and maintaining an office in the 
Land Title Building he prefers the 
newspaper profession and covers 
the courts for the Philadelphia 
Evening Bulletin, writes feature 


stories for that publication and is 
a contributor to the Bucks County 
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Traveler. 

He has been happily married for 
31 years, speaks lovingly to and of 
his wife, which is an accomplish- 
ment in this day and generation. 

He will do anything for a friend 
but lie for him. I know, he is my 
friend. 

He has lived on the Rockhill road 
near Quakertown for 25 years, and 
has been a regular attendant at 
most of the public auctions in Bucks 
county during that time, as is evi- 
denced by an accumulation of an- 
tiques that fill his home and his out 
houses. 

He seldom misses a Saturday sale, 
but as there is no more room to 
store the “stuff” he confines his bids 
to books. Books are his hobby. I 
have seen a pile of books at a sale 
actually hypnotize him so, that he 
couldn’t move. 

To become the possessor of a book 
he really wants, he would —what 
he would do to get it, what he 
would do, well, I’m ashamed to tell 
you. 

As a sire he has been a total fail- 
ure. There are no and never have 
been any little Hares. 

H. L. F. 


EVELYN RUTH SHOP 
244 W. BROAD ST. 
Summer Materials 

Notions — McCall Patterns 
Agents for 
UNIVERSAL SEWING MACHINE 
Let Us Demonstrate So 
You Can See The Difference 
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Two Reformed Ministers 
Supported England in 1776 


By Walter S. Mare 


In the graveyard of Indian 
Creek Reformed church near Tel- 
ford is a stone inscribed: 

“In memory of Rev. John Michael 
Kern—Born in Germany 1736-Died 
March 22, 1788.” 

In the closing years of his life 
Kern was pastor at Indian Creek, 
one of the oldest Reformed congre- 
gations in Pennsylvania. He died 
honored and respected there. But 
less than ten years earlier he and 
another Reformed minister, the 
Rev. John J. Zubly (Zubli), of 
Georgia, were conspicuous excep- 
tions to the almost invariable loy- 
alty of the Reformed clergy to the 
Continental cause. 

In “Early History of the Reformed 
Church in Pennsylvania,” by Daniel 
Miller, this statement appears: 

“As far as we know, all the mem- 
bers of the Reformed Coetus were 
favorable to the American cause. 
Two others, Rev. John M. Kern, of 
New York and Rev. John J. Zubly, 
of Georgia, held to England, and 
both lost their usefulness and had 
to leave their pastoral charges. 

“Kern went to Halifax, but re- 
turned to Pennsylvania in 1788 and 
died soon after in Bucks county. 
Zubly was a member of the Colonial 
Congress until a short time before 
the adoption of the Declaration of 
Independence, when he left the 
body and returned to Georgia. Had 
he remained he would have been 
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one of the Signers of the Declara- 
tion of Independence. He vainly 
tried to prevent Georgia from unit- 
ing with the movement for Ameri- 
can independence. He was banished 
and one-half of his property was 
confiscated. When the British cap- 
tured Savannah in 1779, Zubly re- 
turned thither and remained there 
until his death in 1781.” 

Of Kern, says the Rev. Prof. 
James I. Good, D.D., in his “History 
of the Reformed Church in the 
United States, 1725-1792”: 

“He was pastor of the German 
Reformed church of New York, 
1763-1771, and at Montgomery, New 
York, 1771-78. After the Revolution 
he came to Pennsylvania, where he 
became pastor of Indian Creek, 1782- 
88, where he died.” 

Of Zubli the same writer says he 
was elected July 10, 1775, by the 
colony of Georgia as one of its re- 
presentatives to the Continental 
Congress, and his congregation gave 
their consent for him to go to Phil- 
adelphia to serve. Zubli made the 
opening prayer at the Congress, 
but, although he opposed the op- 
pressions of the British, he did not 
think the Colonies were ready for 
independence, and “became a peace 
man.” 

Zubli missed immortal fame by 
leaving Congress in 1776. Had he re- 
mained a few months longer he 
would have been а Declaration 
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signer. 

After Zubli’s death, says Profes- 
sor Good, citizens of Savannah 
seemed more appreciative of him 
and named two streets after him, 
Joachim and Zubli. 

All historians of the Reformed 
Church agree that not only the 
minister but practically all members 
of congregations were loyal to the 
American side. 

Other pastors of Indian Creek 
buried in its yard which dates back 
nearly 200 years are the Rev. Jacob 
Senn, born 1771, died 1818, and the 
Rev. J. A. Strassburger, who preach- 
ed for 36 years from 1818 to 1854, at 
Indian Creek, Tohickon, Trumbau- 
ersville and Almont. 

Clayton Freed, caretaker at the 
Indian Creek churchyard, says some 
old graves there once had stones 
that have entirely disintegrated. 
The church, of which the Rev. Wal- 
ter K. Beattie, is now pastor, has a 
complete roll of burials and inval- 
uable records kept by the early min- 
isters since it was founded in 1753, 
in Franconia township, Montgomery 
county. 


Now here’s a problem. What hap- 
pens when you put a bottle of ink 
eradicator in a bottle of ink. 


RE LLOYD FRONHEISER 
HARDWARE — BICYCLES 
AUTO SUPPLIES 
SPORTING GOODS 
GAS & OIL 
28 - 38 S. 8th STREET 
Quakertown, Pa. Phone 388 
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of Animals 


Doylestown R. D. 1, Pa. 


Phone 7980 
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A 

Successful 
Picnic Needs 
The Right Food 


We have a complete line of food, 
fruit and meats for 


Your Picnic 
Summer Meals 
Sunday Night Supper 


Open every night until 9 
except Wednesday 


Rich Hill Store 


Old Bethlehem Pike at Rich Hill, 
3 miles south of Quakertown 


Phone Quakertown 180-R-1. 
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Noted Shakespearean Actor 
Once Lived in Richlandtown 


by Martha Hill Hommel 


I happened one day upon a farm 
house less than a mile west of Rich- 
landtown on the road leading to 
California. It attracted my atten- 
tion, for the unusual sliding win- 
dows had been changed to casement 
windows in the European style. I 
felt that farmers surely had not 
made that change, and scented a 
story. In the yard, back of the house 
stood an enormous wardrobe trunk 
in rather dilapidated condition, be- 
ing used for a coal bin. This trunk 
was entirely covered with pony skin 
and studded with large brass headed 
upholstering nails about the size of 
a half dollar—a wonderful showy 
piece of luggage indeed! When I re- 
turned home, I looked in Scott’s At- 
las of Bucks County of 1876 and 
found that this farm of 56 acres 
was then owned by C. Fechter. In- 
quiry among old folks in Richland- 
town soon brought enlightenment 
Harvey Freed, who was reared on a 
neighboring farm informed me that 
he remembered Charley Fechter, a 
famous Shakespearean actor, and 
that an account of Fechter could be 
found in some of the papers of the 
Bucks County Historical Society. 
William Mercer who wrote the ac- 
count regretted that owing to the 
long time elapsed since Fechter’s 
death on his farm in 1879, he could 
only give a meager account of his 
life on the Bucks County farm and 
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had to rely for his data mainly on 
the biography of Fechter by Kate 
Field. 

It is a matter of record that 
Charles Albert Fechter, born Octo- 
ber 23, 1824 in Belleville near Paris, 
France, was one of the greatest act- 
ors of his time. He revolutionized 
the French stage by bringing realism 
into acting, scenery and costumes. 
In 1860 he went to England and 
with wonted energy studied to mas- 
ter the English language. 

On March 20, 1861, he first played 
Hamlet. His conception was so thor- 
oughly original that it captivated 
everyone. After seeing Fechter in 
Hamlet, Charles Dickens sought an 
introduction, which led to a lasting 
friendship. Fechter remained іп 
England for nine years, was lionized 
and acclaimed by critics, literati, 
aristocracy and royalty. He collab- 
orated with Dickens and Wilkie Col- 
lins in producing plays. Wilkie Col- 
lins visited America, and was Fech- 
ter' guest on the farm near Rich- 
landtown, Pa. When Fechter left 
England in 1869 for America, the 
Prince of Wales said to him, “Come 
back soon, remember we cannot get 
on without you!” 

The reception of Fechter in the 
States was equally enthusiastic. 
“People were Fechter mad,” says 
Kate Field, his biographer, “no din- 
ner was complete without him. The 
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man fascinated as much as the act- 
or. He possessed the animal magne- 
tism with which great actors and 
orators are generally endowed.” But 
the American mood or temper is 
different from that of England or 
Paris, and before many years the 
glory of Fechter began to wane. He 
left behind in Europe a wife and 
two children. In America, the un- 
surpassed lover on the stage, ac- 
quired a mistress, Lizzie Price by 
name, who remained his faithful 
slave and companion until his death. 
In July, 1873, he bought the farm 
near Richlandtown, Pa. Years be- 
fore in Paris Fechter had had a 
severe attack of typhoid fever, 
which left his digestive organs 
greatly impaired. Attacks of this 
disorder prevented him from ap- 
pearing in public at appointed times 
and the fickle public's revenge was 
to attribute it to dissipation. Fech- 
ter was on the road to the grave. 
In the spring of 1879 his condition 
became serious and his suffering in- 
tense. He was confined to the house, 
and gradually sinking into a coma 
died at six o'clock the morning of 
August 5th, 1879. 

It was my good fortune that I 
could find a few people who remem- 
bered Fechter living on his farm. 
The people of our region were not 
aware of Fechter’s greatness and 
were only children of the neighbor- 
hood when Fechter died. So it was 
that Howard Sterner, postmaster at 
Richlandtown said: *I knew Charlie 
Fechter, he was a show man, very 
fond of horses, he had show horses 
which could sit on their haunches. 


— Park Avenue 
Motor Co. 


FACTORY-TRAINED MECHANICS 
HYDRA-MATIC SPECIALISTS 
TOWING 


Park Ave. at Rt. 309 


Quakertown 
Phone 601 


TELEVISION 


It's more sensitive—works better 
with weak ignals—ideal for built-in 
antenna or fringe-area operation. 
It actually pulls in stations your 
neighbors can't get. 

It resists outside interference. 

It brings you clearer,  steadier 
pictures. 

It's Performance Proved ... 


BILL'S ELECTRIC SHOP 


Sales — Westinghouse — Service 
114 East Broad Quakertown 


HARTMAN INSURANCE 


All Forms Insurance 


QUAKER TRAVEL BUREAU 


Trips, Cruises, Tours 
211 W. Broad St. Quakertown, Pa 
Phone 224 


BUCKS COUNTY TRAVELER, AUGUST, 1951 


He had a track on his property and 
trotted horses with a sulky, dressed 
up for the occasion with high hat 
and rosettes on the sides, black 
short-tailed coat, white trousers 
and short boots. He would perform 
of a Sunday before friends from 
New York and Philadelphia. He had 
four acting horses and two horses 
for his carriage. A peacock strutted 
about the grounds.” 


Opposite the Fechter farm was 
the property of Abraham Walp. His 
daughter, Jenny, about 10 years old 
in 1879, when Fechter died, told 
quaintly of the establishment across 
the road! At first Fechter was there 
only in Summer. His housekeeper 
was Lizzie Price, from Philadelphia. 
Her mother frequently visited at 
the farm. Fechter was of medium 
build and wore his hair long. He 
was of an excitable nature, sort of 
independent. On the road he would 
not turn out for another team. Once 
a farmer was ready to pick up 
stones to throw at him. When of an 
evening the hired men of the Walp 
farm would sit on the front porch 
of the Walp house to rest and chat, 
Fechter would send his butler over 
to ask them to retire to the rear of 
the house and not annoy him with 
their presence.” In the course of 
her conversation, Jenny Walp re- 
ferred to Mrs. Fechter and I inter- 
jected to ask who she was. “Why, 
Lizzie Price,” Jenny said, “you know 
she and Fechter had the same bed- 


room, so we just called her Mrs. 
Fechter.” At one time, Jennie con- 
tinued, “Lizzie Price called out to 
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Fechter who sat under a tree that 
lunch was ready and he took of- 
fense at that, saying that it was 
just like calling a dog; he expected 
the formal way of having the ser- 
vant come out and politely inform 
him that the meal was served. In 
his anger he did not come into the 
house and when Lizzie had the 
meal brought out to him on a tray, 
he wouldn’t touch it.” One item 
Jennie Walp had treasured all her 
life was a picture of Lizzie Price, 
which she proudly showed. 

I am sure that the spacious ward- 
robe trunk in the yard was a last 
remnant of Fechter’s occupancy of 
the farm. Luckily I photographed it, 
for when I visited the place again 
the trunk had outlived its use as 
as coal bin and was gone. 

A few years ago, Mr. Blaine Cord- 
ner, an actor, and Mr. Karl Buss, a 
playwright from New York paid me 
a neighborly visit and told me that 
they had acquired a farm near 
Richlandtown for a Summer home. 
When they described the location I 
at once recognized that it was the 
Fechter farm and told them all 
about it. The interesting part is that 
they had not known of its historic 
background and were delighted to 
learn of it. They have become reg- 
ular Fechter fans and consider their 
home now a sacred shrine and col- 
lect whatever they can pertaining 
to Charles Albert Fechter. Perhaps 
some of our readers might be able 
1i» help them along with their Fech- 
ter collection. I introduced them to 
a lady of Bethlehem, Pa., who was 
the godchild of Charles Fechter and 
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she became very fond of the Fech- 
ter fans and supplied them with 
many of her mementoes for the 
Fechter shrine. Mr. Cordner repre- 
sents one of the characters in the 
Pepper Young’s Family radio pro- 
gram. 

Since Mr. Cordner and Mr. Buss 
have taken over this venerable one- 
time-home of Charles Fechter, it 
has been restored and furnished 
with fine antiques and the sur- 
rounding grounds are lovingly tend- 
ed, the flowers in the gardens are 
quite well worth seeing, especially 
the roses. 

If you pass this way, look closely 
at this home and you will still see 
the French casement windows which 
Mr. Fechter placed there—then take 
a peek at the barn in the rear of 
the house and you will see in the 
gable end, a ventilation or swallow 
hole in the shape of a heart. 

The following bits of interesting 
information about Fechter were 
gleaned by Mr. Cordner and Mr. 
Buss from the Dictionary of Amer- 
ican Biography, Vol. VI. 

Early in 1874 Fechter married 
Lizzie Price, a handsome and capa- 
ble Philadelphia actress, who be- 
came, and remained, his devoted 
companion. But before long it was 
common knowledge that the mar- 
riage was bigamous. He had been 
married November 29, 1847 to Mlle. 
Rolbert of the Theatre Francais by 
whom he had a son and a daugh- 
er—Paul and Marie (Marie becamc 
an opera singer). 

A man of genius, in the estimate 
of even his severest critics, an emin- 


21 


MIRIAM K. STEELY 


All Forms Insurance 
207 S. 11th St. 


Phone 711-W pere 


Public 


ARTHUR F. PETERS 


[Insurance 


All Lines 
Notary Public 


Auto Tag License Service 


1217 W. Broad St. 


EDW. J. DORNEY 
CABINET CO. 


Custom Furniture 
Cabinet Making 
Everything for Your Kitchen 
Floor & Wall Installations 


Asphalt, Rubber or 
Plastic Tile — Linoleum 


600 E. Broad St. 


Phone 621 
Quakertown,. Pa 


—o 


BUCKS COUNTY TRAVELER, AUGUST, 1951 


ent actor on the French, the Eng- 
lish, and the American stage, he 
died poor, despised, almost friend- 
less. 

Fechter played with and support- 
ed Rachel in Paris. 

October 1870, Fechter opened the 
Globe Theatre in Boston as mana- 
ger—receiving a salary of one thou- 
sand ($1,000.00) per week from the 


оу 


Тһе old Fechter Home as it appeared after he died, It stood deserted for 


proprietors of the theatre. 

A bust of Fechter, executed by 
himself, is in the Garrick Club in 
London, 


He died August 5th, 1879 at Rich- 
landtown, Pa., Bucks County, and 
was buried in Philadelphia in the 
Mount Vernon Cemetery, opposite 
Laurel Hill Cemetery. 
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The Passage of Time 


By Fred A. Krauss 


A booklet of twenty-four pages 
set forth an account of the organ- 
ization meeting of the Quakertown 
High School Aiumni Association, 
held June 21, 1890. Samuel E. Ber- 
ger was elected president, Miss Til- 
lie W. Smith and Thomas W. Dick- 
ert vice presidents, and Miss Elmira 
Ochs secretary and treasurer. A 
committee to draft a constitution 
and by-laws was appointed, “to re- 
port as soon as convenient.” This 
covers eight pages—consists of six 
articles, and two pages of by-laws. 

It was at the meeting of July 12, 
1894, that the minutes were ordered 
to be printed. Between 1890-94, the 
following teachers were chosen at 
Gifferent times as associate mem- 
bers: John V. Ommeren, William 
H. Mininger, Martin L. Horne, Kate 
Fluck, Mahlon S. Nicholas, Amos 
K. Saylor, Albert H. Kittelman and 
later all teachers not already be- 
longing to the association were in- 
cluded. 

The class of 1884, the first grad- 
uated, consisted of three members— 
Henrietta Mood, Carrie J. Ozias and 
Samuel E. Berger. 

In 1885 there was but one grad- 
uate—Lillie E. Doll. 

Other classes up to 1894 follow: 

1886—Fannie Jamison, Harry J. 
Baringer, 'Thomas  W.  Dickert, 
Charles Doll. 

1887—Tilie W. Smith, Winnie E. 
Ozias, Roberts Scypes, Allen H. 
Smith. 


1888—Elmira  Ochs, 
Ozias, Harry C. Saylor. 

1889—-Mamie M. Doll Harvey M. 
Freed, William S. Heist. Mamie Doll 
had died by the time the book was 
printed. 

1890—J. Howard Ozias, Osville C. 
Weaver, Edmund T. O. Sommer. 

1891—Florence Harmer, Miriam I. 
Mohr, Emma Wimmer, Dora Price, 
R. Eugene Stoneback, George E. 
Ozias, John E. Freed, Melvin Saylor, 
William H. Wimmer, J. Eugene Doll, 
Thomas Strawn. 


1892—Hermine E. Ohl, Elsie Ohl, 
Lottie M. Ort, Minnie Ochs, Adelia 
Funk, Martha Sommer, Nellie Har- 
ing, Howard P. Hottle. 


I remember every one of the above 
and as far as I know fifteen are 
still living, but have not been able 
to locate all of them. 


* * * * 

In its issue of June 26, 1903, the 
Free Press carried the following 
comment: 

“There are so many vagrants, 
drunks and beggars about town 
lately that a suggestion made by a 
prominent citizen should be carried 
out forthwith. He thinks the bor- 
ough should dump a pile of big 
rocks on its lot and set this class 
of offenders to breaking up the 
stones into sizes for use on the 
streets instead of providing food 
and transportation to the county 
jail or accomodation in the iron 
cage over night. As work and these 


Ramon Е. 
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gentlemen of leisure are not on in- 


tmate terms, Quakertown would in *1]15 

the future be given a wide berth." Bill S F lower Shop 
As this suggestion never was car- Remember the shut-in, the anniver- 

ried out to any great extent, our Sary and birthday, with always wel- 

unwelcome visitors kept on coming, 9e flowers. 

and the bibulous gentry allowed to Guest Towels - Stationery - Gifts 

sober up in our limited hoosoegow. Palace Theatre Building 
Nowadays vagrants are unionized, Quakertown, Pa. 

drunks rarely make a spectacle of P hone: Store 508-M 

themselves on our streets, and beg- Residence 508-J 

gars—at least many of them—have A Complete Floral Service 

become capitalists. 
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few days. General Davis has been E. Broad & Hellertown Ave. 
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for over forty years, and will have 

about fifteen volumes when the 

work is completed. 

о 
Be sure to visit the Antiques Show 

at Doylestown, August 20-21-22. 
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HISTORY 


Several Eastern Pennsylvania 
counties, including Montgomery, 
have published books on local his- 
tory, designed to be used in the pub- 
lic schools. 

In answer to a request for infor- 
mation concerning the Montgomery 
county book, County Commiissioner 
Foster C Hillegass writes in part: 


“We are distributing the book, 
which was written for the ninth 
grade school level, to the schools of 
Montgomery county without charge, 
and we have the assurance through 
the county superintendent ої 
schools’ office that it will be used 
in the ninth grade civics instruction, 
starting this year. 

“We engaged the services of Ed- 
ward W. Hocker, who formerly was 
editor of Town and Country, to give 
us two years’ work of his writings, 
historically. From this compilation 
we engaged E. Gordon Alderfer, for- 
merly of Souderton, now of York, 
to be the author of this book, writ- 
ten for the ninth grade level.” 

Bucks, the oldest county in the 
State, with a wealth of material, 
awaits the interest and labor of any 
or several talented historians. Nor 
can the assembling of this rich store 
of historical lore be begun too soon. 

It has been ascertained that 
teaching local history can well be 
adapted to the grades between the 
fourth and ninth. Of course the 
higher grades can be included by 
bringing the material to their level. 

However, by making the narra- 
tive, or outline, as simple as exped- 


ient, one textbook can be made to 
serve for all. 
Fred A. Krauss 
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The Old Bucks Сой 


Traveler Goes on the Air 


The Old Bucks County Traveler, who is no other than the editor of this little 
magazine, broadcasts over WBUX every Friday at 5.30 P. M, Dial 1570 and hear 


what he has to tell. 


You may like his program. Write him suggestions. 


Hello Folks, this is your old 
Bucks County Traveler again. I’m 
sure tired today. It’s my wife. Every 


time she’d hear a noise in the house 
she’d think it was a burglar and 
she’d wake me up. I told her, honey, 
burglars don’t make a noise, that’s 
what I told her. Now she wakes me 
up when she doesn’t hear anything. 
Gosh! am I worn out. 

Driving down this noon, thought 


I’d stop in a diner up on Route 309 
and get something to eat. Said to 
the girl behind the counter, sister, 


I am so hungry, I could eat a horse. 
Man she says, you have come to the 
right place. Ordered a bowl of Irish 
stew—when I finished eating that 
I knew she wasn’t kidding me. No 
bull meat could be that tough. 
Remember I was telling you 
about old Jimmy Otten last week. 
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Met him on the street one day and 
he told me about the time he went 
fishin’. Had a 14 foot boat. All at 
once I had a bite on the line, he 
said. Pulled it in to see what it was. 
Well sir, it was a big eel. Lucky I 
had a knife with me, took my knife, 
kept cuttin’ and cuttin’ and puttin 
the pieces in the boat—till the boat 
was so plumb full I had to ston me же Зы 
cuttin’ so the boat wouldn’t sink. The Bush House in 1850 
Took the part I was hangin’ onto 
and fired it overboard. Guess that Rush House 


was the biggest eel ever caught in 


Bucks county. Then he told me the Uf / / 

story of the big snake he once saw 

out at Rock Hill. About 50 or 75 feet In 1951 Has 

up the road he saw this big thing EVERY HOTEL FACILITY 
lyin’ across the road, big around as NEW MODERN RESTAURTNT 
a stove pipe, thought it was a tree Russell E. Hill, Manager 

at first, walked toward it and got Telephone 1135 


pretty close when the darn thing Quakertown, Pa. 


moved, I stood there 5 or 10 min- 
t tchin’ that snak in’ 
d унам... OROT A ARMED 


soll watch with me so took it out 
and started timin’ the old boy. Do Tho Fexall Store 


you know before he got across the 


road and into the tall grass it took Whitman Candies 
him just a half hour, yes sir, just 30 Prescriptions Carefully 
minutes. Never saw a snake as big Ca а d 
as that before or since. mpounde 

The house of a neighbor of ours 
burned the other night and I 213 W. Broad St. 
thought I’d help as best I could—of- Quakertown 
fered to carry some of his furniture 
out. Traveler, he says, Leave that For Better Cleaning 
furniture alone, I’ve been paying 
insurance on that for 30 years now WAGNER 
and I’m going to get it all back Cleaners & Tai'ors 
tonight. You just can’t help some 6th and West Broad Streets 
folks. Tel. 1257 


Let me tell you about Henry Moy- 
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er, born August 20, 1873—78 years 
old. Started as a wagon driver for 
the old Loux and Bean laundry in 
Quakertown. Later he was a brake- 
man for the Reading Railroad when 
he lost both of his legs at the age 
of 28. Most of us would have become 
discouraged but he remembered 
that oid verse: 

“He who builds a church within 

his heart 

And takes it with him every- 

where 

Is holier than he, whose church 

Is but a one day house of pray- 

er." 

Henry Moyer became a minister 
and is now conducting the service 
at the Calvary Church for the 
Brethern in Philadelphia. He comes 
to Bucks county frequentiy. He does 
not want to be referred to as crip- 
pled. He claims that anyone able 
to work and to do good is not crip- 
pled. He's right too. 

Talked with John Pieler, born in 
Saxony March 3, 1860. Learned the 
barber trade when he was 13 years 
old, wandered nearly all over Eur- 
ope until he was 16 years old. Fath- 
er said he was a hobo, that he bet- 
ter go to America and stick to his 
trade. First got a job at Jamaica, 
N. Y, where he barbered only 
wealthy Americans. Said it was too 
fashionable, wanted to get some 
place where they talked German. 
Landed a job at Sellersville, worked 
for another barber, finally bought 
the shop, paid $5.00 a week for it 
until it was all paid for, was in his 
last shop for 37 years—just retired 
the 1st of May of this year, still 
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charged his old customers 15с a 
shave, but the new ones had to pay 
more. Asked him why he quit, said 
he was getting tired and careless, 
and his hand was not as steady as 
it should be. 


Down at Bedminster I met the 
youngest and most scholarly man it 
has been my pleasure to call on. 
He is Samuel Fretz, met his son, 
Nero Fretz too. The elderly gentle- 
man is 87% years old. Born right 
there in Bedminster township, was 
a farmer for 32 years, then took up 
painting barns, decorated with de- 
signs, said no one ever referred to 
them as hex signs during his time, 
got most of his designs from those 
painted on freight cars that came 
over the North Penn Railroad. 


Didn’t use a stencil, just drew them 
right on the barns then painted, had 
a 24 inch compass to make the cir- 
cles for the star designs. Just stopp- 
ed painting barns about ten years 
ago, at the age of 77. Then painted 
furniture in his shop back of his 
home. Stopped that about two years 
ago. 

Many of the barns and decora- 
tions he painted still remain al- 
though some were painted forty 
vears ago, painted barns from 
Point Pleasant to Quakertown. Says 
he remembers painting a barn at 
Kulps Corner years ago for a fam- 
ily by the name of Yutters who 
owned the place. They were Men- 
nonites and didn’t believe in fancy 
barns, The children begged their 
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Sellersville 


27 E. Walnut Street 
Phone 2634 


YEAKEL'S BAKERY 
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White, Rye and Pumpernickle Bread, 
Rolls, Cakes, Pies, 
Cookies and Pastry 
Ж Wedding and Birthday Cakes “Our Specialty" Ж 
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mother to have a picture painted on 
the barn and she finally agreed. 
They all wanted so many different 
pictures that before Mr. Fretz fin- 
ished the job there were 16 differ- 
ent designs on the barn. Never has 
been repainted—second place on 
the right as you drive towards Doy- 
lestown. 

Tune in 1570 on your dial every 
Friday afternoon at 5:30 and hear 
the Old Bucks County Traveler. 

о 


CHAIRS 


American cabinetmakers started 


in the mid-seventeenth century 
with a three-legged, triangular- 
seated chair and during the two 


hundred years that followed pro- 
duced over fifty different types and 
styles. The chair of turned parts 
came earliest and stayed longest. 
It varied in form from the early 
spindle or Carver type to the slat- 
back, a practical and easily made 
chair with a distinct American fla- 
vor. Practically  uninfluenced by 
changing furniture fashions, it held 


its own for nearly two centuries. 

Chairs directly concerned with 
current styles began with the Wain- 
scot, an architectural, archiepiscopal 
armchair with paneled back and 
hard seat, and progressed through 
the seven furniture periods that fol- 
lowed to arm and side chairs of 
varying degrees of elegance and 
comfort. Except for one chair, the 
designs were all of English or Con- 
tinental origin, but American cab- 
inetmakers so developed or simpli- 
fied them, according to public or in- 
dividual taste, that they are not 
hard to identify today as distinctly 
different. The one chair for which 
there was no European prototype 
was the Boston rocker, first made 
in New England about 1820. 


Farmers’ Meat Market 
Е. W. Afflerbach, Prop. 
Home Dressed Meats 
Visit Our Stand At 
Doylestown Farmers’ Market 
Poultry & Eggs — Call On Us 


The Family Shoe Store Since 1868 


Advertised Brands 


X-Ray Fitting 


HINKEL & BIEHN 
Quakertown, Pa. 


For Women 


For Men 


For Children 


Red Cross Nunn-Bush Black Hawk 
Enna Jettick Freeman Edwards 
American Girl Jumping Jack 
Tarsal Tred Weyenberg Sundial 
Wilbur Coon Arch Preserver Classmates 
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COLONIAL CONVALESCENT HOME 


MRS. MARGARET C. IRVING, OWNER 
For Chronic, Elderly and Convalescents 


24 Hour Nursing Care Reg. Nurses in Attendance 
Private and Semi Private Rooms 


1408 W. Broad St. Quakertown 1170 Quakertown, Pa. 
—— ——— ——— ————! 


Arthur W. Treffinger & Son 


FUNERAL HOME 
20 - 22 N. Ambler Street 


Quakertown, Pa. 


Tel. 247 As Modern As 1951 
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Pennsylvania Dutch 


Recipes 


Dutch Dinner Dish 
2 cups sliced potatoes 
2 cups sliced onions 
2 cups chopped celery 
1 
2 
1 


pound hamburger 
peppers, cut fine 
can tomato soup 
salt and pepper 
Bake one hour in a moderate 
oven in a greased casserole. Make 
it up in layers. 
* ж ж dk 
Caraway Cookies 
1% cups sugar add 
2 well beaten eggs 
1 cup melted shortening. To this 
mixture add: 
3% cups sifted flour 
1 teaspoon soda 
1 teaspoon lemon extract 
Pinch of salt 
2 T. caraway seeds 
Mix well and roll in desired cook- 
ie size. Store in the refrigerator 
for several hours. Slice in thin 
slices. Bake in a 350 degree oven 
for about 10 minutes. 


зж $ $ 
Spinach Timbales 

Spinach takes on a party-like air 
when it is made into timbales. The 
water which clings to the leaves of 
the spinach will be sufficient for 
steaming it, requiring only about 10 
minutes. 

3 cups cooked spinach 


3 eggs well beaten 
1% cups soft bread crumbs 


14 cup milk 
% teaspoon salt 


1 tablespoon chopped onion 

1 cup grated cheese 

Drain the spinach and chop well. 
Add beaten eggs, crumbs, milk, salt 
and onion. Pour into buttered in- 
dividual molds. Set molds in pan 
of water and bake in a moderate 
oven, 350 degrees, for about 25 min- 
utes, or until an inserted knife 
comes out clean. Unmold and serve 
with grated cheese. 


Miller’s Plastic Shop 
303 W. Broad St. 
Quakertown 
Tablecloths, Drapes and 
Cottage Sets 
Made To Your Measure 


New and Delicious 


KNAUSS 


Ready-to-Eat Ham 
95c per pound 
Can be served cold or baked 


Available at All 
Knauss Stores 


“Knauss Hams have won favor for 
their Flavor” 


| WE SHIP ANYWHERE IN THE U. $. A. | 
E. W. KNAUSS & SON 


Quakertown, Pa. 


We have made hickory smoked 
hams since 1902 
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Hand Made Nails Are Now Antiques 


By Walter Hare 


Handmade nails by the bucketsful 
came from a sunken ship dredged 
from the Delaware in 1948. They 
have the appearance of never hav- 
ing been used and are in as good 
condition as when made at least 
175 years ago. 


The late Dr. Henry C. Mercer, 
Bucks county’s foremost antiquar- 
ian, made a study of about 120 old 
houses in Bucks county and Phila- 
delphia and concluded that the 
nails used were a main factor in 
dating them. Thus, to an antiquar- 
jan, even a nail has a dignified 
place in the field of evidence. In the 
attic particularly, Dr. Mercer said 
the type of nail used was truly a 
tell-tale sign of age. 

What, then, are the character- 
istics of the nail that denotes real 
antiquity? Dr. Mercer described it 
as handmade (wrought), of soft 
malleable iron, with rectangular 
shanks, drawn by hammer blows to 
a point and easily distinguished 
from the later machine-made or cut 
nail. The wrought nail, he said, was 
made from rectangular strips of 
malleable iron, several feet long, and 
about a quarter of an inch thick, 
called nail rods, which were fur- 
nished to the blacksmith or nailer. 
Holding a rod in his hand he heat- 
ed its end in his forge and then on 
the anvil pointed it with a hammer 
on all four sides. Next, he partly 
cut it, above the point, on the “har- 
dy,” with a hammer blow, and then, 


inserting the hot point into the 
swage hole, he broke off the rod and 
hammered the projecting end so as 
to spread it around the top of the 
hole; after which the cooling, 
shrunken nail was knocked out of 
the orifice. 

The wrought nail tapers on ali 
four sides; the cut nail on only two 
opposing sides. | 

Dr. Mercer’s study of the meth- 
ods by which houses can be dated 
is interestingly told and illustrated 
in Volume V of the publications of 
the Bucks County Historical So- 
ciety. 

In size from spikes to tacks, all 
nails that came from the sunken 
ship hulk are hand forged and, it 
is believed, may have been coming 
into Philadelphia during the Amer- 
lican Revolution as part of the car- 
go of a British supply ship, during 
the British occupation of the city, 
1777-78. 


A writer in the Evening Bulletin 
of Philadelphia said the ship could 
have sunk as early as 1750 because 
its cargo, when dredged ashore from 
the river bottom, consisted of suv- 
plies such as those used by Colonial 
residents of Philadelphia, namely 
cotton stem wine glasses of baluster 
type, candle snuffers, pewter plates, 
English tin enameled ware probably 
from Leeds and Bristol, round- 
headed copper pins, shoe buckles, 
black green wine bottles, and bras, 
ball footed fireplace andiron. 
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If the ship went down in 1777 it 
might have been sunk while trying 
to get up the river to supply Gen- 
eral Howe’s British forces then oc- 
cupying Philadelphia, a victim of 
Continental guns from Fort Mifflin 
near where Hog Island is today, riv- 
er obstructions or a powder keg. 

The contents of the boat were 
dredged out by Army Engineers im- 
proving the Mantua Creek, N. J., 
anchorage in August, 1948. 

Joseph Carson, then president oi 
the Fairmount Park Commission 
and of the Free Library of Phila- 
delphia, also a vice president of the 
Historical Society of Pennsylvania, 
visited the scene of the dredging 
with his wife and daughter, Mrs. 
David Robb. They gathered some of 
the handmade nails with the idea 
of using them in the restoration of 


*Pont Reading," Mrs. Robb's home 
near Ardmore. The historical place 
was once tne dwelling of Joshua 
Humphreys, first naval constructor 
in the United States and known as 
the “father” of our Navy. 


JUSTICE STEARNE 
WRITES EDITOR HARE 


Ss. M 

Justice Allen M. Stearne, of the 
Supreme Court of Pennsylvania, 
writes to one of our editors ac- 
knowledging a copy of the Trav- 
eler. The letter is characteristic of 
the learned and kindly man who 
may some day be Chief Justice, the 
highest judicial office in our State: 
“Dear Walter— 

«І thank you very much for send- 
ing me copy of Bucks County 'Trav- 
eler which I shall read with great 


$2.00 Is Such a Small Amount, 
But It Will Look So Big To Us 


Won't you send us your subscription for 12 Months? 


M 2.00 


It will 


bring you 480 pages or more of interesting pictures, stories, articles 


relating to Bucks County only. 


There are very few $2.00, $3.00 or even $5.00 books that have 


more than 480 pages. 


Send check or currency at our risk. Just order, and if you pre- 


fer, we will bill you, say, in 30 days. 


Bucks County Traveler 
Quakertown, Pa. 
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interest. 

“As you know, I am part owner of 
a farm at Pipersville, Bucks county, 
which we rent out at a dollar a year 
to the Northeast Boys Club. My sis- 
ter and I inherited this farm from 
our mother. She was born in Car- 
versville and always had a warm 
spot for Bucks county. She always 
said that if she became indigent, 
she would like to be committed to 
the Poor House outside of Doyles- 
town, as she liked the looks of the 
place. 

“Again thanking you and with 
every best wish and cordial regard, 
I am 

Very truly yours 
Allen M. Stearne 


* * $ $ 
DUBLIN 
Never Double Inn. 


Dublin lies midway between Qua- 
kertown and Doylestown on Route 
313. 

Dublin is a very old settlement, 
the early settlers coming mostly 
from Ireland, but followed soon aft- 
erward by Germans. 

A log tavern was erected there at 
an early date. A tradition says that 
a double log tavern with a chimney 
built between them was erected on 
the site of the first inn and that 
the village was then called Double 
Inn, and then corrupted into Dublin. 

As far as records show however 
the village was never called Double 
Inn. The earliest discovered men- 
tion of the village is a bill of sale 
of the tavern and 76 acres of land 
by Isaac Morris, of Hatfield, to 


Charles Brock, of Hilltown town- 
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ship. In this deed the village is call- 
ed Dublin. As most of the early 
settlers were Irish, the naming of 
the place after the city in Ireland 
is easily understood. Dublin was 
made a postoffice in 1827. Newton 
Rowland was the first postmaster 
The Rowland family were promin- 
ent in Dublin for over a century. 
William H. Rowland served in the 
State Legislature from 1812 to 1815. 

Dublin is a thrifty town, having 
a bank and many other business 
enterprises. 


$—$—$—5 
LET IERS 


Extracts from letters regarding the 
interest shown in the Bucks Coun- 
ty Traveler: 


I have now for the first time 
read a number of articles published 
in the Bucks County Traveler and 
had occasion to examine this ex- 
cellent little magazine. Why I had 
not known of it sooner I do not 
know, as I note it is Vol. 2, No. 7. 

I am enclosing my check for a 
year's subscription which in itself 
you will undoubtedly interpret as 
meaning “I like it," and in doing so 
you are not drawing a wrong infer- 
ence. 

Very truly yours, 


ISAAC J. VANARTSDALEN. 


Your little magazine is very inter- 
esting and I look forward to re- 
ceiving it each month. It is not 
only good reading material for 
grown-ups, but you would be sur- 
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prised how my young daughter en- 
joys it. She is twelve and she often 
finds things which she uses in her 
school work. 
Best wishes to you, 
MARTHA HILL HOMMEL. 


We should like a complete file for 
our Pennsylvania Dutch Library. 
Also please put us down for a sub- 
scription. We are interested in any- 
thing from Bucks County. 

Sincerely yours, 
ALFRED L. SHOEMAKER, 
Franklin & Marchall College. 


Enclosed find check for two dol- 
lars to cover delivery of the Bucks 
County Traveler for one year. We 
do not want to miss any issue of this 
interesting magazine. 

R. E. FREDERICK. 


Enclosed find check for my sub- 
scription. I enjoy it very much. I 
have been buying it at the news- 
stand. 

Sincerely, 
MRS. FLORENCE T. KNAUSS. 


I wish to thank you for the book- 
let, the Bucks County Traveler 
sent us. We are going to pass it 
around so that all may read it. It is 
most interesting. 


Sincerely, 


GRACE H. DAVIS, 
(Mrs. Knickerbacker Davis) 


I am delighted with the Bucks 
County ‘Traveler. My check en- 
closed Send it to me at Bucking- 
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ham Valley, Pa. 
Sincerely, 
WILLIAM SEIFRIZ, 
Botanical Laboratory, University 
of Pennsylvania. 


We received a sample copy of the 
Traveler and enjoyed it very much, 
especially the history of Milford 
Township. Enclosed is our check 
for $2.00 for a year’s subscription. 

MRS. A. PAUL BARNDT. 


An enclosing my check for $2.00 
for a year’s subscription to the 
Bucks County Traveler. Have just 
recently located in Bucks County 
and am interested in its historical 
background. I enjoyed your last is- 
sue from cover to cover. 

Sincerely, 


Enclosed find order for a year’s 
subscription to the Traveler. We 
are pleased to welcome it here. 

Sincerely, 
THE ACADEMY, BEVERLY HALL, 
By Emerson M. Clymer. 

I am enclosing a check for $2.00 
for one year’s subscription to your 
magazine. I know I can get others 
interested in reading it. 

Sincerely, 
ELIZABETH GABLE. 


There are many others like the 
above received in the past several 
months. 


A year’s subscription to the Trav- 
eler costs only $2.00. Send it to a 
friend. 
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SERVICE 
DIRECTORY 


TODD'S RAG RUGS 


HAND-MADE RAG RUGS—Made any 
special size. Woven or oval. Any col- 
or. Only very best workmanship. 


OOTH 325, 
QUAKERTOWN SALES MARKET. 
SPORTING GOODS 


JOHNNY SMOLL’S 
SPORTMAN’S SHOP 
406 W. Broad St., 

Phone 1308-W. Quakertown, Pa. 


^ A CHILDREN’S WEAR 


THE CHILDREN’S SHOP carries a 
complete lines of children’s wear from 


infants to uw. 
12 E. BROAD ST. 
Phone Quakertown 938, 


GIFTS 


QUAKER DISPLAY MART. Gifts 
for all occasions ‘tems of beauty for 


home and garden 
ROUT: 30b м W. BROAD ST. 
Phone 770 


SEWING MACHINES 


Bought, Sold and Repaired. Replace 
your old machine ae modern cabinet. 


LLIAM АМЕҮ, 
%44 W. Broad St. Tel. after 5.30 p. m. 
Quakertown 498-R. 169-M. 


FULLER BRUSHES 


COMPLETE LINE of brushes for 
every possible need. Floor cleaners, 
was, polish for every use. Telephone 


HAROLD D. REED, 
15 S. Eleventh St., Quakertown. 


PAPER HANGING 


LET ME DECORATE our roome 
with the new, beautiful and sensational 
1951 wallpapers. Bon-Ton, Asams, Unit- 
ed, Shoemakers and others. Free es- 


timates. 
F. KIRKPATRICK, 
Phone Quakertown 170-R 


A six months subscription costs 
only $1.00. 


WHERE TO EAT 


SANDWICHES or 


FOR TASTY 
lunches come to the Main Street Res- 
taurant. Home cooked platters. Open 


every day. 
9 SOUTH MAIN ST.. 
Quakertown, Pa. 


THE ANGLE BAR 
The New Luncheonette 
Corner 7th and Broad Sts. 
Try our special platter at noon. 
Sandwiches—Hoageys—Steaks 
Angleburger Special Sandwich 


VISIT THE BUSH HOUSE RESTAU- 
RANT for excellent food. Cool pleasant 
dining room. Entrance on West Broad 
Street. 


WINDOW CLEANING 


EXPERIENCED window cleaners for 
private homes, stores, factories. 
QUAKER WINDOW CLEANING 
SERVICE, 
Telephone Quakertown 594-R-11. 


FLOOR FINISHERS 


Are your floors shabby? Rent our 
High-Speed Floor Sander or Polish- 
er and refinish like new. Reasonable 
Rates. NICHOLAS HARDWARE. 


The Bucks County Traveler is now 
on sale at news stands and book 
shops throughout Bucks County. 
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AND SAVE Money, 


= 


7, 


AMERICA’S LARGEST FARMERS’ MARKET AND AUCTION! 
On Station Road in QUAKERTOWN 
Everything you eat, wear or use 


under one roof! 


SAVE on Top Quality 
GROCERIES, MEATS, 
PRODUCE, CLOTHING, 
HOUSEHOLD NECESSITIES 


Complete Satisfaction 

чу! ог Үоиг Мопеу ВасК! 
SHOP AT IHE SIGN OF 

| THE JO! LY QUAKER MAN 


Plenty of Entertainment at the 
TA FIVE BIG AUCTIONS 


140 ACRES-FREE PARKING 


ч > . 
Send $1.00 for a 6 Months Subscription 
J'st a dollar bill or your check and the Bucks County Traveler 
will be mailed to you each month. Save you from going to the 
News Stand. 

Ma'l to Bucks County Traveler. 312 W. Broad St., Quakert^wn, Pa. 
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Another ! ! 


Dimmig Electric Best Seller 


LOWEST PRICE EVER 


BIG ALLOWANCE FOR YOUR SMALL SCREEN TV 


Full screen focus, pictures sharp and clear, edge to edge. One 
knot click-in. So easy a child can operate it. Super powered— 
pcrforms where others fail. 


DIMMIG ELECTRIC T" QUAKERTOWN 
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Bucks County Kids. Рһсіо by C. Norman Detweiler 
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